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REVEALED
Dictating the future:
former FIFA president
Joao Havelange opened
the way more than 20
years ago for ISL to pick
up marketing rights
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How a mystery £416,000
paymentcausedpanic in
FIFA’s corridors of power

to world soccer events more than
20 years ago in a deal with former
FIFA president Joao Havelange.
When the contract for 2002 and
2006 was put out to tender in the
mid-1990s, there was unease
about the way ISL beat off rivals.

Main competitors IMG offered a
staggering $1billion for 2002 and
made clear they were prepared to
trump all other bids. They were
astonished when Sepp Blatter,
then FIFA’s general secretary,
complained that he was ‘sur-
prised’ this offer had been copied
to all members of the FIFA exec-
utive committee — his employers.

IMG vice-president Eric Drossart
was furious. ‘We do not believe
that the World Cup representa-
tion question is being dealt with
evenly by FIFA,’ he wrote to Blat-
ter. ‘Is this exclusion deliberate?’ 

As negotiations dragged into
1996, Drossart claimed there was
‘obvious preferential treatment
being given to other parties … it is
difficult to believe FIFA genuinely
wish to consider our offer on a
properly competitive basis.’ 

He went on: ‘Sepp, it is very 
difficult to conclude anything
other than there being two sets of
rules in operation here.’ 

There was continuing unease
when FIFA’s executive committee
was asked to approve the ISL
offer in July 1996. Half the com-
mittee couldn’t bring themselves
to support the deal. ISL won by
nine votes to six, with three
abstentions and two absent.

ISL went bust in the spring of
2001 with debts of almost $500m
owed to 500 creditors. In a confi-
d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  p o t e n t i a l
investors shortly before the col-
lapse, ISL claimed: ‘Our business
was founded on the back of spe-
cial personal relationships.’ 

Now company liquidator Dr

Bauer is going to court to reclaim
money and has started with two
Brazilian football clubs, Gremio
and Flamengo, who in 2000 sold
their marketing rights for the next
15 years to ISL.

In an exclusive interview in his
Basle off ices,  surrounded by
boxes of ISL files, Dr Bauer said:
‘We have started litigation against
these Brazilian clubs for what we
b e l i e v e  a r e  e x c e s s i v e  a n d
unorthodox payments from ISL
to them.’ 

A former ISL executive told
Sportsmail: ‘The relationship
between ISL chief executive Jean
Marie Weber and the president of
Flamengo was a very close and
strange one. Everybody in ISL
knew that it was bad business,
too risky and crazy. 

‘There must have been another
motivation for ISL to enter that
business and for the astronomical
amount of money paid, especially
to Flamengo.’ 

FO L L O W I N G t h e  f i r s t
creditors’ meeting in June
2001 in Zug, Switzerland,
Dr Bauer said that he had

discovered dubious payments to
some of world soccer’s leaders
and had written to them asking
for the money back.

He said: ‘We have discovered
questionable payments. We are
now in negotiation — and, if nec-
essary, litigation — to get the
money returned.

‘I have found football-related
payments from ISL. Some are
very large, in excess of one million
Swiss francs. I have tried to make
connections between the pay-
ments and specific contracts, but
this has not been possible.’ 

Dr Bauer added that he had not
discovered any payments to FIFA
president Sepp Blatter, known to
have long-standing friendships
with ISL’s senior officials.

Dr Bauer added: ‘All the pay-
ments went abroad. There are
none to Swiss nationals.’ 
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A
SENIOR FIFA offi-
cial received a huge
s e c r e t  p a y m e n t
f r o m  t h e  S w i s s
company who were

awarded the lucrative TV
and marketing rights to the
2002 and 2006 World Cups.

FIFA insiders have confirmed
that International Sport and
Leisure (ISL), the giant market-
ing and TV rights company which
went bust in early 2001, paid one
million Swiss francs — around
£416,000 — to the official. 

At least two FIFA executive
committee members and several
senior employees are aware of
what many believe was a bribe.

The payment should have gone
direct to the official, whose name
is known to Sportsmail, but acci-
dentally ended up in a FIFA bank
account, causing panic in the
upper levels of the organisation.

For almost three years, Swiss
liquidator Dr Thomas Bauer has
been unravelling clandestine pay-
ments made through offshore
trusts by Swiss-based ISL.

A source familiar with the trans-
action told Sportsmail: ‘It was a
mistake by an ISL clerk, who had
been told to make a black pay-
ment to a senior FIFA official who
had helped them win the contract
to sell World Cup TV and market-
ing rights. Instead of sending the
money direct to him, it went acci-
dentally to FIFA.

‘Their accounts department
checked their balances one morn-
ing and discovered that overnight
they were richer by one million
Swiss francs. There was panic —
they guessed why the money had
been paid by ISL — and before the
end of the day the money had been
forwarded to the football official.’ 

The source added: ‘Senior FIFA
people put pressure on the bank
to erase any record of the trans-
action. This was refused because
it would be a criminal act. Swiss
bank records are archived for 10
years, so the evidence is still there
if any prosecutor wants to look.’ 

ISL acquired marketing rights
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